“MY HOME IS AN ISLAND,
ALONG WAY AWAY...”

Salote is a short animated film telling
the story of a young girl, Salote, on the
frontline of climate change today.

RESOURCES FOR
YOUNG PEOPLE

Drawing on the latest research and first-hand
testimonies of climate change from low-lying
island nations today, Salote’s story is familiar to
many people whose lives, homes and livelihoods
arealreadyunderthreat fromanunstableclimate,
made worse by irresponsible human activity.

As Salote witnesses the effects of climate change
on three generations of her family, she reflects
aloud on what has caused such a change. Where is
God, and where is her neighbour, in the midst of
such changes? Why is the weather so angry at us?

Salote’s story is a reminder to us all of the real,
human impact of today’s changing climate.
Use this video to get your church talking about
this important issue, and what you might do
on behalf of those who are already affected
by a changing climate.

Watch online at www.operationnoah.org/salote/

Operation Noah is a Christian charity working with the Church to inspire action on climate change.

Registered UK charity no. 1138101. www.operationnoah.org

When sharing Salote’s story with
your church or vyouth group,
consider using the materials and
suggested activities below to help
young people in your church reflect
further on this important subject.

CHILDREN'’S ACTIVITY

DRAW & COLOUR

(Suitable for ages 3-8)

Visit the Salote webpage, then
download and print enough
copies of Salote’s picture for your
group. Encourage the children
to colour in or draw their own
pictures.

Remind them that God hears our
prayers, and that even if we are a
long way from people like Salote
and her family, we can always
pray for God to take care of them.



YOUTH ACTIVITY

“A changing climate
affects everyone,

but it’s the world’s
poorest and those

in vulnerable
situations, especially
women and girls,
who bear the brunt

CREATIVE WRITING

(Suitable for ages 8 and up)

Ensure everyone in your group has a pen and a
piece of writing paper. Invite everyone in your
group to take part in a creative writing exercise:

Imagine what it’s like for your home to be

affected by extreme weather, such as a cyclone Of envir Onmental,
or flood. How would you feel? What would you economic and social
miss? What would you pray for? How would shocks.”
you expect other people to respond? Write ’
down an imaginary diary entry describing how . ;
United Nations

you would respond in Salote’s position.

YOUTH ACTIVITY

BIBLE STUDY

Suggested questions for discussion:

(Suitable for ages 14 and up)

Read Luke 10:25-37 (The Parable of the Good 1.

Samaritan).

What is the expert in the law asking
Jesus for? (verse 25)

2. We’re told that the expert in the
This story is a helpful parallel when we think about law ‘wanted to justify himself’, and
present-day climate change, which may provoke so asked a second question: ‘who
us again to ask the important question, ‘who is my is my neighbour?” How might we
neighbour?’ understand this? (verse 29)

3. In this parable, why does Jesus
Summary: Jesus is met by an expert in Jewish mention a priest and Levite who
Law, who asks Jesus what it means to keep the walk past the man in need? Aren’t
rules of the Law in a way which pleases God. Jesus these meant to be the good guys?
asks the expert his own opinion, and commends (verse 31-32)
his answer that love of God and our neighbour 4. Who were the Samaritans? How
is at the heart of living rightly before God. When might Jesus’ listeners have
met with this response, we learn that the expert responded to a Samaritan ‘hero’ in
wanted to justify himself’, and so asked, “who is this parable? (verse 33)
my neighbour?” This prompts Jesustotellhimthe 5. What is the difference between
Parable of the Good Samaritan, who is taken as an Jesus’ idea of being a good
example of right living before God. ngighl;our, and our own? (verse

36-37
6. What can we learn from the Good

Samaritan when responding to
people in need in today’s world?

WATCH THE VIDEO ONLINE AT WWW.OPERATIONNOAH.ORG/SALOTE/




“We now have three or four
cyclones each year ... the sea

is getting warmer so fish are
becoming rarer ... rainfall has
ruined harvests ... parents don’t
send their children to school ...
The impact of climate change

cannot be denied: it is visible
and real and we need to help
each other to understand that.”

The Rt Revd Samitiana Johnson,
Assistant Bishop of Toliara, Indian Ocean

YOUTH ACTIVITY
CONTACT YOUR MP

Print off copies of a template letter to
your Member of Parliament (MP).* Ask
those in your group to sign these letters
and address them to your local MP.t
Whateveryouchoosetowrite,encourage
your MP to commit to political action on
behalf of those most affected by climate
change today.

But does all this make a difference?
Absolutely! More than most people,
your local Member of Parliament has a
privileged opportunity to speak regularly
with some of the world’s most influential
people. As your local representative, it’s
their job to listen to you too!

* Hope for the Future have several
excellent templates, available online:
www.hftf.org.uk/template-letters

t You can find out the name and contact
information for your local MP using
many excellent online search tools:

www.theyworkforyou.org

ANY MORE IDEAS?

ALL AGES ACTIVITY
MEMORY VERSE

AND DO NOT FORGET TO DO GOOD AND
TO SHARE WITH OTHERS, FOR WITH SUCH
SACRIFICES GOD IS PLEASED.

HEBREWS 13:76 (NIV)

Encourage your group to read the above Bible
passage together, out loud. After this, invite
everyone to write it down by hand and commit it
to memory.

Get your group to share examples of what ‘doing
good’ may look like in practice today. If there
is time, take a look at the Parable of the Good
Samaritan together (Luke 10:25-37). What does
this teach us about doing good ‘whenever we have
the opportunity’?

ALL AGES ACTIVITY

PRAY TOGETHER

Use the words below to guide your group in prayer
for those who are already experiencing the worst
effects of a changing climate today.

Father, thank you that you are close to all people in need.
We pray for all those today whose homes, families and
lives are being badly affected by a changing climate.
Please protect them, and provide for all their needs.

Lord, we are sorry for times when we neglect the needs
of others around the world, and allow our convenience,
and not the good of others, to become our priority.

Please teach us, by your word and your Holy Spirit in us,
so we can become more like you. Help us to be generous
in love for our neighbours, giving gladly of our time,
energy and attention to serve those most in need.

Help us to see the daily opportunities you give us, to do
good to everyone. Help us to be faithful witnesses of Jesus
Christ in all we do. Amen.

If you’d like to host other church activities or services on this important theme, let us know!
Operation Noah can help you get started, with specialist speakers, presentation slides, worship
ideas, and orders of service. Simply get in touch to find out more.

admin@operationnoah.org

@OperationNoah




The facts

SALOTE’'S STORY IS THE STORY OF
MANY TODAY WHO ARE ALREADY
AFFECTED BY A CHANGING CLIMATE.

See below for some of the effects of climate change already affecting
populations today. How might your church begin to respond?

Climate change is a serious threat to families like
Salote’s. Most of the world’s leading scientists (97%)
agree that climate change is being caused primarily by
human activity.!

Carbon dioxide (CO:) from the burning of fossil fuels
(oil, coal and gas) contributes 65% of greenhouse
gases emitted from human activities that cause climate
change.? Richer nations, such as the UK and USA, account
for the majority of CO- emissions emitted to date.?

Climate change is leading to more extreme weather,
rising seas and the warming of our oceans. In the
Pacific Ocean, climate change is causing more severe
cyclones, which could last longer, causing huge damage
and hardship to islanders such as Salote and her family.4

In many parts of the world, climate change is also
contributing to an increase in the risk of climate hazards
such as flooding and drought. These events threaten lives,
and reduce accesstoreliablefood, water and other everyday
essentials for many of the world’s poorest people.>

Due to warming oceans and the melting of glaciers and
ice sheets, seas are already rising by 3.2mm per year and
could rise by up to 1 metre by 2100, which would leave
islands like Salote’s under water.

As the earth warms, so do its oceans. As the oceans
absorb CO, this makes the water more acidic, leading
to coral bleaching.” By 2100 it is predicted that most of
the world’s coral reef systems will be dead if we don’t do
enough to confront climate change.®

Climate change hits women and children like Salote
and her mum the hardest. On average, over 21 million
people have been forced from their homes each year as a
result of climate related disasters since 2008.2 According
to the UN, women count for 80% of people displaced by
climate change. Women and children are 14 times more
likely than men to die or be injured during a disaster.*

As climate change creates more droughts and flooding,
degrading food production, it is children who will

bear the greatest burden of hunger and
malnutrition and will feel the deadliest
impact of waterborne diseases and
dangerous respiratory conditions."

Responding to climate change is a matter
of justice—to help families like Salote’s.

The lifestyle of a typical Briton produces 6.5
metric tonnes of CO: per year (16.5 metric
tonnes per year for the average American).
This compares with 1 metric tonne of CO-
per year produced by families like Salote’s
living on a small Pacific Island.”

In other words, those who have done the
least to create climate change are suffering
the most. It is a matter of climate justice
for rich nations to reduce their carbon
emissions as quickly as possible.

Switching to cleaner forms of energy is the
best way to protect our future, and that of
children like Salote.
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