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Suggest liturgy for a Synod, PCC or Board meeting

Introduction

This is a simple liturgy for use at the beginning of a Synod, PCC/Board meeting or an event. 

Please feel free to adapt or use however appropriate - some items could be interspersed throughout the meeting, for example. It may be helpful to have someone other than the Chair to lead the prayers or ask different people to lead sections to have more voices. 


Preparation

Leader 	The Lord be with you 
All 		And also with you 

Introductory words of Scripture:

Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let your gentleness be known to everyone. The Lord is near. Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.
Philippians 4:4-7

Opening Prayer

Lord God, 
as we gather here to discuss Your will for [name of church/synod/organisation];  
guide us by your Holy Spirit
to discern those things which are just, pure and pleasing to you, 
and empower us to do your will,
through Jesus Christ we pray, 
Amen. 

Confession

Lord God
We have sinned against you 
and against your creation,
through and selfishness and greed, 
and lack of care for your earth. 
We are sorry for what we have done 
and for what we have failed to do.
Forgive us our sins and help us to be 
good stewards of your creation. 
through Jesus Christ our Lord,
Amen.


Kyrie Confession 

Heavenly Father,
All of creation belongs to you, the earth and everything in it. 
Forgive us for when we have lived and exploited the earth as if it belongs to us
Lord have mercy
Lord have mercy

Lord Jesus,
You made your home on earth and taught us how to love.
Forgive us when we have failed to show your love
to creation and our neighbours throughout the world. 
Christ have mercy.
Christ have mercy.

Holy Spirit
You shape us for mission and give us gifts for the common good.
Forgive us when we have failed to trust in your power 
and resisted your empowering presence. 
Lord have mercy
Lord have mercy


Psalm or a Hymn of Praise

Read a Psalm (e.g Ps. 65 / some of Ps. 104 / Ps. 148)

Or another suitable hymn:

God, Maker of the Heavens (To the tune of ‘What a Friend’)

God, the maker of the heavens,
and the planet that we share,
show us how to live, like Jesus,
lives of gratitude and care.
Make us mindful of the footprints
from the lives that we pursue.
Make us partners in your mission:
you are making all things new.

God, the gardener of Eden,
teach us how to tend this earth,
learning from the changing seasons,
times of fallow and new birth.
Lord have mercy when we’re careless,
rich resources we misuse.
Use our hands to heal creation:
you are making all things new.

God of labour and vocation,
Lord of science, trade and art,
take our efforts and our passions
make them mirrors of your heart.
Every habitat and creature
loved and valued, God, by you.
May our lives reveal your Kingdom:
you are making all things new.

CCL# 7126825
© Sam Hargreaves / Resound Worship, Administered by Jubilate Hymns Ltd 

Scripture Reading

Suggested passages:

Romans 8: 19-25

Isaiah 58: 5 - 12




Bible study and discussion

Isaiah 58: 5 - 12

5 Is this the kind of fast I have chosen,
    only a day for people to humble themselves?
Is it only for bowing one’s head like a reed
    and for lying in sackcloth and ashes?
Is that what you call a fast,
    a day acceptable to the LORD?

6 “Is not this the kind of fasting I have chosen:
to loose the chains of injustice
    and untie the cords of the yoke,
to set the oppressed free
    and break every yoke?
7 Is it not to share your food with the hungry
    and to provide the poor wanderer with shelter—
when you see the naked, to clothe them,
    and not to turn away from your own flesh and blood?
8 Then your light will break forth like the dawn,
    and your healing will quickly appear;
then your righteousness[a] will go before you,
    and the glory of the Lord will be your rear guard.
9 Then you will call, and the Lord will answer;
    you will cry for help, and he will say: Here am I.

“If you do away with the yoke of oppression,
    with the pointing finger and malicious talk,
10 and if you spend yourselves in behalf of the hungry
    and satisfy the needs of the oppressed,
then your light will rise in the darkness,
    and your night will become like the noonday.
11 The Lord will guide you always;
    he will satisfy your needs in a sun-scorched land
    and will strengthen your frame.
You will be like a well-watered garden,
    like a spring whose waters never fail.
12 Your people will rebuild the ancient ruins
    and will raise up the age-old foundations;
you will be called Repairer of Broken Walls,
    Restorer of Streets with Dwellings.
Isaiah 58:5 - 12, NIV


Questions for group discussion:

· Fasting was a practice of the people of Israel to draw near to God. Why is Isaiah so critical of it? 

· How might you summarise and re-interpret Isaiah’s message for today's church? 

· How has climate change caused injustice, hunger and oppression? 

· In what ways could the church be a ‘repairer’, ‘rebuilder’ and ‘restorer’ in the context of human-caused global warming? 

· How can the church use its money and assets to help tackle the climate crisis and care for God’s creation? 


Talk/presentation on Church Investment in climate solutions


Prayers

Holy Spirit
Come among us in power:
And change us for your purposes.
So that in changing us we may change our churches;
And in changing our churches may change our communities;
In changing our communities we may change our nation;
And in changing our nation we may change the world.
In Jesus Christ’s name we pray.
Amen. 
Inspired by the ‘I wanted to change the world’ poem (unknown Monk)

Yours Lord is the greatness the power and the majesty
for everything in heaven and earth is yours.
Help us therefore to be mindful of the financial resources you have given us;
So that we may use them wisely and faithfully 
Entrusting ourselves and all that we have 
To the service of your Kingdom and the care of your creation. 
In Jesus name we pray.
Amen. 
Inspired by the prayer of David in 1 Chronicles 29
Holy Spirit,
You breathe life into creation,
and empower your people for the service of God’s Kingdom.
Forgive us when we have deliberately resisted your ways
and chosen to live by our own strength. 
Inspire in us your vision for the world 
and give us the wisdom and courage 
to make bold decisions and radical lifestyle choices;
to safeguard creation and bring healing to the earth. 
In Jesus’ name we pray. 
Amen. 


Lord God,
yours is the earth, and everything in it.
You love the world with justice and
challenge us to live justly.
Help us to use the resources you have
given us wisely and for the good of all your creation.
May your Spirit fill us with passion
for a better future for all your creatures;
for a world in which all can thrive and give
you praise. In Jesus’ name.
Amen
By Revd Dr Martin Poulsom, Trustee, Operation Noah


Creator God,
guide us to act justly with the resources
entrusted to us.
Help us follow Your commandments,
and to live in right relationship
with our neighbours and all of creation.
Strengthen the movement for a fairer,
greener economy
and show us where and how to speak out
for the common good.
Send us out to love You, to serve You and
to reflect Your glory.
Amen
By Rosie Venner, JustMoney Movement



Creator God, how deep are your designs! 
You made a living earth, cloud, rain and wind, 
and charged us with their care. 
We confess that the way we live today is changing the climate, 
the seas and the balance of life 
dispossessing the poor and future generations. 
Build our lives into an Ark for all creation, and, 
as you promised Noah never to repeat the Flood, 
so makes us heralds of a new rainbow covenant:
choosing life for all that is at risk – 
for creation, 
for neighbours near and far.  

The Rainbow Prayer for Operation Noah


Ending and Blessing

May God bless us with discomfort 
At easy answers, half-truths, 
And superficial relationships 
So that we may live Deep within our hearts. 

May God bless us with anger 
At injustice, oppression, 
And exploitation of people, 
So that we may work for Justice, freedom and peace. 

May God bless us with tears 
To shed for those who suffer from pain,
Injustice, starvation and war, 
So that we may reach out our hands 
To comfort them and 
To turn their pain into joy. 

And may God bless us with enough foolishness 
To believe we can 
Make a difference in the world, 
So that we can do 
What others claim cannot be done.

A Franciscan Blessing 
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